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Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations
	Term / Abbreviation
	Description

	BA1991
	New Zealand Building Act 1991 (the former Act).

	BA2004
	New Zealand Building Act 2004 (the current Act).

	BC
	Building consent – legal document issued by a building consent authority giving formal approval to carry out building work.

	BCA
	Building consent authority – a regional or territorial authority acting as a building consent authority or private building consent authority, registered under section 273 of the Act and responsible for performing functions under Part 2 of the Act.

	Building official
	Person employed by a territorial authority or building consent authority whose main function is to ensure that building compliance is achieved in accordance with the NZ Building Act, NZ Building Regulations and any other relevant legislation.

	BRANZ
	BRANZ Limited provides independent research, testing , consultancy and information resource for the building and construction industry.

	Building Research
	Building Research is an independent association owned and directed by the building and construction industry in New Zealand. Building Research funds information generation and technology transfer to the Building and Construction Industry.

	BWOF or WOF
	Building warrant of fitness – a document issued annually by a building owner confirming that certain checks have been undertaken on compliance schedule items.

	CCC
	Code compliance certificate – a certificate issued by a building consent authority confirming that certain building works have been completed and comply with the building consent.

	CE
	Chief Executive.

	COA
	Certificate of acceptance – a certificate issued by a territorial authority confirming that certain works (generally those undertaken without consent) are deemed to be acceptable as far as the territorial authority can ascertain.

	Compliance Document
	A document comprising Verification Methods and Acceptable Solutions used for establishing compliance with the New Zealand Building Code, previously known as an Approved Document. Compliance Documents include both Verification Methods and Acceptable Solutions.

	CS
	Compliance schedule – a certificate issued by a territorial authority or a building consent authority that identifies life-saving features or systems contained within a building, and states the reporting, maintenance and inspection criteria for these.
Note: The provision relating to compliance schedules for cable cars does not come into effect until 31 March 2008.

	CPU
	Certificate for public use – a certificate issued by a territorial authority confirming that public premises are safe to use.  This certificate is issued when there is a need to open or use public premises that are still under construction, and that have not yet been completed to a stage that a code compliance certificate can be issued.


	Term / Abbreviation
	Description

	DBH
	Department of Building and Housing – government body responsible for regulating the building industry and administering the Act.

	Fee Simple
	An estate in land, granted to a person and which can be passed down to his or her heirs.

	GIS
	Geographical Information Service

	IANZ
	International Accreditation New Zealand

	Internal audit
	Internal audits are a series of scheduled audits/reviews performed to verify that the quality assurance system has been effectively implemented and maintained, and that it continues to conform to the requirements of the prescribed standards and criteria.

	IQP
	Independent qualified person – person qualified to inspect and report on items listed on a compliance schedule.
Note: Independent qualified persons will be replaced with licensed building practitioners as at 30 November 2009.

	LBP
	Licensed building practitioner – building practitioner whose name has been entered onto the register of licensed building practitioners, and who is permitted, within his or her license class, to design, construct or supervise restricted building work.

Note: The provisions relating to licensed building practitioners and restricted work do not come into effect until 31 November 2009.

	LGA2002
	Local Government Act 2002

	NTF
	Notice to fix – a legal document issued by a building consent authority or a territorial authority instructing a specified person to remedy a contravention of the Act or Regulations. 

	NZFSC
DRU
	New Zealand Fire Service Commission
Design Review Unit – A unit set up by New Zealand Fire Service Commission to review plans requiring Fire Service input.

	NZHPT
	New Zealand Historic Places Trust – body set up to protect and preserve New Zealand’s heritage. 

	PIM
	Project information memorandum – a document issued by the territorial authority that includes information relevant to proposed building work.

	Quality assurance system
	A documented system describing the organisational structure, responsibilities, procedures, processes, and resources for implementing quality management principals to achieve management goals and objectives (including statutory) within a business.  This Includes all activities that contribute to quality - directly or indirectly. 

	RA
	Regional authority – responsible for performing functions under the Act relating to a building that is a dam. 


	Term / Abbreviation
	Description

	Rack Rent
	A rent which represents the full annual value of the land.

	RBW
	Restricted building work – work that is critical to the envelope and structural integrity of the building.

Note: The provision relating to restricted work does not come into effect until 31 November 2009.

	RMA
	Resource Management Act 1991

	TA
	Territorial authority – must perform the functions of a building consent authority for its district and for any coastal marine area adjacent to its district that is not within the district of another territorial authority.

	Training Program
	The set of related elements that focus on addressing an organisation's training needs. It includes an organisation's training plan, materials, development, conduct, facilities, evaluation, and maintenance of training records.
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